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Statement of Faculty Senate Action:

APC 14: APC Proposal Regarding Caps On Majors

The 2014-2015 Academic Policy Committee (APC) Proposal Regarding Caps on Majors

APC recommends that the combination of major (including all concentrations, excluding
Teacher Licensure) and LAC requirements may not exceed 100 hours and that no more than 45
required hours in the major (including all concentrations, excluding Teacher Licensure) may
come from a single prefix. Departments may petition to APC for exceptions by providing
supportive data and curricular comparisons with peer universities.

Rationale: The Academic Policy Committee recommendation for the revised policy is based on
the following rationale:

1.

It supports the spirit and intention of the Curriculum Review Task Force (CRTF)
recommendation on the number of credit hours required of UNC Asheville students (free
electives, major hours, and a common body of knowledge in what is now called the
Liberal Arts Core);

It acknowledges the two years of work by the CRTF responsible for studying this issue
and deliberating before coming to a negotiated recommendation;

It upholds the espoused liberal arts values for exploration and learning across the
university curriculum by permitting students to seek both depth within a major and
breadth across multiple departments and program areas;

It encourages departments to offer students greater choice in their learning experience,
but also the opportunity to include more courses in their respective majors taught outside
the department;

It affords those departments and programs that currently exceed the proposed credit cap
to petition an exception to APC that is based on professional disciplinary judgment using
a systematic data-driven comparative analysis of curricula at peer institutions.

Impact: Although these hour caps are the upper limits, departments can choose to raise their
credit hours if they examine their curriculum and provide sound reasoning to APC for doing so.
Departments proposing curricular revisions will be asked by APC to consider the implications of
such revisions for the students, faculty, resources, and major credit hours. APC will also take
into account pedagogy in course design and delivery. APC is in the process of designing and
testing a template that will be the starting point for the sort of systematic data-driven
comparative analysis of curricula at peer institutions we'll expect to see.



